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Written in clear, lively prose this highly respected book analyzes the evolution of the American

welfare state from colonial times to present. Social welfare policy connects to an empowerment

perspective, showing how African Americans, Latinos, women, gays and lesbians, Asian

Americans, Native Americans, the elderly, poor people, and other vulnerable populations, as well as

social reformers, have achieved progressive reforms through policy advocacy illustrating how a

deep understanding of the past can impact present and future actions.
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Bruce S. Jansson (MA, University of Chicago and Harvard University; PhD, University of Chicago) is

Professor in the Department of Social Work at the University of Southern California (USC). He

joined the USC faculty in 1973 after working in Michigan as a community organizer and planner for

tenant rights. His scholarly interests focus on advancing case advocacy and policy advocacy in

social work, as well as examining the history and practice of social welfare policy. He also has

served as the Moses Distinguished Research Professor at the City University of New York Graduate

Center. Jansson is probably most well-known for the book THE SIXTEEN TRILLION DOLLAR

MISTAKE: HOW THE U.S. BUNGLED ITS NATIONAL PRIORITIES FROM THE NEW DEAL TO

THE PRESENT (2001). The author of several other titles, Jansson is currently working on two

books. One discusses how social workers and other staff in the health and human services can link

case and policy advocacy in different sectors including mental health, child welfare, corrections,



education, and civil rights. The other analyzes why the United States has not significantly reduced

health disparities in the last five decades, and whether the Patient Protection and Affordable Care

Act of 2010 will achieve this result.

At first I really enjoyed the book, it was assigned as a social work program textbook, then things

went horribly awry. The authors seemed to change, and the tone of language changed and became

full of slang and hate. Non-supported and incorrect facts began to be thrown about, whole

paragraphs were repeated word for word about different presidents in the different chapters, and

positive reforms and programs created by presidents they clearly hated were conveniently left out.

Once you get past the chapter on Roosevelt and Social Security don't bother, Google will teach you

more accurate information!

as expected.

Great book that fulfilled my class requirements and resourceful for my academic and career pursuits

This book is a thorough review of the nation's political and social history; however, the liberal bias is

so strong that it distracts from the facts making it feel less academic and more like political

propaganda.

very informative and useful! Had to get the book for class and will most definitely keep it! It really

taught me a lot

informative and used as a textg book for a masters program at temple university very good and well

written highly recomended

It was the exact book i needed. it came fairly quickly, it was still in the projected time frame and it

was packaged good.

Got this for my Godson and he LOVED it!
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